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HON GEOFFREY MILLER, QC — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.10 pm]: Today I rise to acknowledge the passing of the 
Honourable Geoffrey Miller, QC, and to pass on the government’s deepest condolences to his wife, Rhonda, family 
and friends. His Honour passed away peacefully at home on 8 February. 

Geoffrey Miller was a professional colleague of mine for 30 years and I would consider him to be one of the 
outstanding jurists that Western Australia has produced. His Honour was a graduate of Perth Modern School and 
went on to become a law student, graduating with first-class honours from the University of Western Australia in 
1963. He was admitted to practise as a barrister and solicitor after completing articles with H.A. Craven in 1965. 
From there he would rise to become one of WA’s great leaders in the fields of criminal and common law and spend 
the next 33 years of legal practice as a barrister and solicitor. In 1965, he joined Boultbee, Godfrey and Virtue as 
an associate, before becoming a partner of the firm in 1967 and then working as a sole practitioner between 1974 
and 1980. In 1980, he joined the Western Australian Bar Association, where he practised in a variety of 
professional areas. In July 1980, His Honour was appointed Queen’s Counsel and practised in that capacity for 
18 years prior to his appointment to the Supreme Court in 1998. There he served for almost 11 and a half years, 
and was appointed to the Court of Appeal in 2007 before his retirement in 2009. His Honour was highly regarded 
within the judiciary and the legal profession not only for his vast experience in criminal law, but also for his judicial 
work across the whole spectrum. He served the legal profession as president of the Law Society of 
Western Australia and later as vice-president of the WA Bar Association. 

His Honour will be fondly remembered as a highly proficient judge, a man of high principles and a strong sense 
of justice. His many published decisions will no doubt be an invaluable source of learning for judges, 
practitioners and students for years to come. I am sure that I can speak for both sides of the house in expressing 
my gratitude for His Honour’s service to the community and to the administration of justice in Western Australia. 
Vale Geoffrey Miller, QC. 
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